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WILLIAM FERRIS CHORALE

Wiililam Ferrs coawduse for

Gian Carlo Menotti .
Missa *0 Pulchrituda®™ (1979] {43




NOTES ON THE PROGRAM
by Joha Vourad

Gan Carlo Menotti: Missa "0 Pukhritudo™

L, you love my Missa — voull perform it for me, won't you™ an agitated Gan Caro
Meroiti implored Wilkarm Ferris, 11 wad a8 that mement on 2 swebering summer afternoon
in Cherlestor, South Carcling, that Menotti, upsat over the way asothér conductar was
intepeeting his Afsss, inspired the parformance czpiurad on this disc. Feris did indeed lovwe
the Mesa, and i overtly passianats spirtuality was & perfect match for Menostis eqJally
pasdlonate wet oovert one, Boch men, each in kis owr way, $aared the belizf that beauty was

a patheaay to God.

Menoiti's fame rests primarily on his operstic works, which include The Consad Amah and
phe Mighs Visitors, The Samt of Bleecker ireet, and The Mediem He has recebved two Puliteer
pizes, the New Yord Drama Circle Critic’s Avrard, the Kennedy Center Honor for achiove-
ment in the Arts, and the universal admiration of audiences, if not of critizs, His blending of
contemporary stonyrelling wich accessibla, weartfelt music hat helped Leep opea » vibrant,
living art form,

A Verdi did with the Reguiem. Menocti turned his operatic skilks 1 3 lange scabe soiting of £y
Cithobc Mass, but with cne telling ecceplion: he rep soed the Credo movement fihe catalog
o religious beliefs) with an adaptation of a passage from the Corfessibns of 51 Augustine,
"0 Bequty, ever ancient ever new, te have | loved You This, cow pled with the dedicz tion of
the work “In onor of the most Sacsed Heart of Jesus,” makes for an extremely compelling
tedtarment of fadh

Athough Menctti fgned embarrasiment at this assessment and even dow iplaved his own
dsdicatony inscription, the erotional intansity of his expression during the dreds revaarsal
o thi: A5 beled his words. | recall watzhing him dotely 35 he sat In the darkensd church



liskemving intently, At the cirmactic moment of the Sandus (3 drum droke on the phrase
“heeaven and earth are ful of your glory™) he fell forward t his knees, his héad bawed down.
| was ru y moved at the siaht: a man whose genius had created a work o profound beauty,
himbled by a s2nse of Baauty itsal.

Louis Vierna: Messe Solennells, Op. 16

Perhaps it was because he was born nearly blind that Leuis Vierne® music is so flled with
cober and ‘maginatior, Orphaned at an early age, Viemme comaleted his schooling ir the
provinges £nd eventually eatered the Paris Conservalony, where he studed with César Franck
and Charbei-Mar e Widar, He became the assistant organig at 5t Sulpice in 1892 and, in 1900,
was appodnted drgatie 3t Hotre Came. Vieme was & ballant virtuoso and had grest success
as a recitalist in both Fusspe and the Unied Srates, He was alsc a master of improvisaticn,
and as early 35 1835 had begun 1o composs in eanest

The Mesie Sclennefle, Opus 16, for four part chorus anc two orgars, was weitsen in 1899
to showease the instruments 2nd acoustics af hotre Dame, With its sweeging nelodies
and harmenic grande.r, the werk has justifiably been callad a triumphant caunter 3art to

Fauré’s Regiiizm.

Our Lady of Mt Camel Chuch iv Chicago, while not cn the architectural icale of Kolre
Dame, dis have two magnificent pipe organs: a fully restared B, M. Skinner, and a tracker
action Visser-Rowland, This performance of the Vierne Messe shows both the organs and the
cho'us in 2l their full-thrated glory.



TEXTS

KYRIE

Kyrle elefion, Lord, have mercy upon us,
Chrisde edeison, Chiist, have mency upan ui,
Kyrie elefion, Lord, have mercy upon us.
GLORLA

Giorta in excelsls Do, et I berea pax haminibas bonoe volurtatis Lowdams Te, benedicimes Te,
adosamus Te, ploriScamus Te, groties ogimus Tibd propler magram glorianr Tuam, Doming Deus,
Rex cadestis, Cevs Poter Omnipotens, Domine b umigenite Jesw Christe, Domine Deus, Agnus D,
Fillurs Patvis. Oui 1ofis seocata rmundy, miserere nobes, Qo tollfs pecoaio mund!, suscke deprecatio-
mem rostram, Ou sedes od dexterarn Polris, misener nobis, Ceoniane Tu sofus saaciuy, Tu solus
Dominus Te salus offishmers Jese Crate, com sanctd Spiilte, i glarde Ded Patns, Amer.

Gory to Sod in the highest and peace or earth to men of good will. We praise You, we bless
You, we worship You, we Jloriy Yo, we give Yaou thanks for Your greal glory. Lord God. Heaw-
enlyKing, God the Father almighty. Losd lesus Christ, thae only begotten Son. Lerd God, Lamb
of Gad, 5on of the Fatier. You take away the sins of the world, have ey on us. You tace
away the sins of the world, recelve o ur praver. You are seated 2t the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on a5 For You alene are the holy one, You alone are the ord You alone are the
Most High: Jesus Chiist, with the Holy Spiritin the glony of Goc the Father, Amen.

MOTET: O PULCHRITUDG

O Pulcheitudo, reom arlipes ef t2m nova, semo Te arlol.
Meacam engs, ef Tecum nor afar,

Ea e "enebot lonoe a Te, guae siin Te rmon 2ssenl.
Vacast’ er clomasti, el ropitl sordibalten meam,
Carrugasti, spendiisi, of fupasti coechaem maany,

O PLIhetade, tetegiehi ma of exand i pocen Tuam,



O Beauty, ever ancient ever new, late have |loved You.

You wiere 2 hways at my side, but | was Far from You

The plessures of the world hid You from me, yet stil

You calbed me, cried out Lo me, Senetrating ry deafness.

¥ou shined brightly ard your brllance took away my Eirdaess.
O Beauty, You tucked me and | am consuried in your peade,

SANCTUS

Sancius, sanclis, sancius, Domings Dews Sabootk,
Plend s cand &f ferra giors fea,

Foarmg in excales,

Haly, haly, holy, Lord God of Hests,
Heaven and eath a%e full of your glory,
Hosanna in tye highest

BENEDICTUS
Beneals s gol venlt In nomdne Domine,
Masanma fn excels's,

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lomd.
Hosanna in the highest,

AGNUS DEI

Agniis Del, gud talks pecoota murdi miserere nobi,
Agnirs Del, gud tos peccata mundi miserere nobé.
Agrurs Ded, qui roliEs peccata mundi dona nooés pecem.

Lamb of God, wheo takes away the sivs of the wodd, have marcy or us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sivsof the world, hare mercy or us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sivsof the world, grant us pedce.



ABOUT THE PERFORMERS

William Ferris (1537-2000) was a lifelong charr pion of cortemporany comacsers. H2 and
the William Ferris Cherale, whizh he founded in 1971 witk tenor John Vorad, have been
scclaimed for their concerts of rmusic by Cominick Argeto, famuel Barber, John Corigliana,
William Mathias, Joh McCibe, Gizn Carlo Menatti, Steven Paulus, Vincant Persichett, Ned
Joren, Willar Schuman, Leo Soveerby, Willlam Walton, and many, many others, aften wit1
the comgosers as bonored guests. Tha Chorale has performed at the Mdeburgt Festival and
the Spaleto Festival: USA and has given over 17% world, American, and Chicago premienss
afirr portart new Fterature,

A distirguished comporser inhis own r ght, Ferris’s mus ¢ was commissicnid and premiened by
the Chicago and the Boston Symphony Drchestras. Ameng his compaosit ons bre twe oderad,
UMEroLs concert, symphonic and chamber works, handredks of choral warks, ang dozers of
$07g5s. Morthwestern University houses his complete musica archive, Ferris’s sudde death,
while conducting a rehea szl of the Verdi Bequiem, shocked f music comm anity. His wasa
unigse and distindive voice on the Ameriza music szeve.

Joan Gibbons wa a member of the William Ferr's Chorale from 1979 uniil 1982 Since then
her caree’ hastakenhertothe grand oaera stages ofMewYork, Dallas, Seattle, Boston, Chiczgeo,
and San Francisoo, and to Mibwaules's Flerentine Opers, Opara Columbaus, the Chautaugus
Opera, Manila Opera, Prisburgh and the Lake George Oper: Festival, the Edmonion Opera,
L'Opera de Nice, the San Diege and Sana Fe Operas, end theOpea Theatre of St Louit.

Daborah Falr receivad her Massers in Opera Theatre from Oberdin Conservatany. she was
3 finalist in the regional Metropolizan Op2re competition asd recaived the National Oper
Agsocistion avvard She made her debut with the Willan Faris Chorale in the 1982 season
and wend o0 10 besome a member of the chous at Lyric Opera o Chicago 55 5 a festured
performer on Lyrc's word premiere recording of Hugo Weisgalls opera 5x Thamacers in
Searcholar Astho,



John Worrasd b known for Hs perfarmanses on the concert staze a%d for his wook as a
librettist and program annotator He was & featured amist al the Aldeburgh Festival, the
Spoleso Festival USA, and it the Pont fical Institube of Saored Masc ot the Vatkan., In
partnershis sith composor Williaem Ferr 5, he helped create the William Ferris Chorabe and
i seracs the erviemble’s ArtaSc Directon. His recitals, oftentimes with tomposors Ned
Rarers, Lee Ho by, of Wikam Ferris as his accompanist, hive Been beosdoast by the 38C,
Rydio Vaticara, and Chicago radio stations WIS and WRIAT. He hai recorded onthe Albany,
CRY, and Mew Woeld labels,

Thomas SUlitthwas baritore wokoist with the WH iam “enis Chorale ‘rem 1973 to 1985, during
whichtime he premigntd rrany of Willlamr Ferds’s wods. H 5 Héw Yok ecital debut took place
in 1982 at “rinity Church, Wall Strest. He bas aspeared 25 soloist with the (hicage Sympho iy
Crevitra, Lyrie Opera of Chicaga, and Florsnting Opéra of Wilwaukde, A lomner miember of
the Velkoe Faculty of the Arrencan Consernvatory of Music in Chicaga, e studied i 2 serizs of
intenshie Master Classes with British barione John 5idey-Cu'rk,

Thomas Webfog has served a2 the Willlam Ferrls Chorzles Artist in Reddence since 1983,
ke has appewed as featured solotst with the Chicago Symphony Owchestra on many occa:
wons. He studied with Edward Mondelo and Gavin Williamaon in Chicagt and with horman
Peterson 1 the Eastman Schoo! of Muskc Weisflog sarves o the organkit for Rockeleler
Memarisl Chapel ot the Unbversity of Ohicaga Ssint Thooas the Apostie Charch, and Temple
KAM ka ab-dirael, He has reconded on the Bleridian, Alba vy and Mew Workd Labels

Whriner of the 1972 Young Artists Competition, o'gankt Dexter Balley sudied wth Janice
Besch, Stells Fobe-ty, Wilken Browning, and Catwerire Crozer. In 1383 and sgain in 1990, he
wat ievvibed by Mariz-Claire Alain bo the Bach irstituce in 51 Doaat, France, whes he pliyed
Conoirts tha: wene Broddc st lve by the French Matioral Radio Networl



ABOUT THE ORGANS

The shtoric £ M. Skinngr pipe organ in NMoan: Camnal Chasch was bollt in 1928 by the
arestigious E. M. Sk wner Organ Company and was one of the last installat ons personally
pusery sod oy Shinner himsell Particulardy noted for iss lrge scale pipes and exdenshe tonal
cangt, he 4 rank, throe maneal organ a5 been restored 20 its odginal magnificende by the
fiem of Fabry Pipe Crgans, Inc. The setoration s sonificant in shat the instrament s
ot altered, oly returned o its odginal tonal specifications. As sech, i & one of very fow
uralesec Sdnner introme 1t in edtence.

In Nevernber 1987, a1 the reiu ¢ of 2 becuest fram Helen Kellagg, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
whurch acquiree a mechinical aztior pipe crgar built especia by for it by one of the world™s
premiere oigan bullders, Visser Rowlawd Assoc ates of Fowston, Texas, From its splerdid
design and hand carved casework to it exquisite toeal specifications, I; reflacis the gendus
of master craftsmen Pleter Visse', The iscividual stops, under [ow wind Jresiune, allow fara
wide range of expression The sweet Mates and singing principa a%¢ crovwned by a brilliant

copper trumpet
The organs are maintained by Fabry ipe Orgéne, Inc.
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